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by intention. The slave, however, trades in the stock for
his own proper benefit and differs from the mudarib by
virtually owning his profits.

In regard to fashirs, the members of the Taglib tribe are
like the dhimmis.

SECTION III

The Discharge of the Zakat Obligation (General} l
The condition determining the validity (sihhah) of the
payment of zakat is that the payment be coupled with the
intention that it is to discharge the zakat rather than
some other obligation. For zakat is an act of worship and
as such is not valid unless so intended. The intention may

1 The distinction between sakdt as a predominantly religious obliga-
tion and zakdt as a predominantly political obligation must always be
borne in mind. The Mohammedan doctors, when they want to refer
to the settlement of the zakat as an obligation to God as distinct from
that to the state, use the word ajza, which means "to satisfy,'* "to
serve instead of." This word has been rendered by the English "dis-
charge." It is only when settlement of sakdt as an obligation to the
state is accompanied by its discharge as an obligation to God that the
sakdt payer earns religious merit (thawdb). While the payment of
sdkat to the state collector carries with it normally also its discharge
as a religious obligation, this by no means always follows. Thus, al-
though the payment of sakdt to tyrannical governments frees the sakdt
payer from the political obligation, in the opinion of some doctors it
does not carry with it the "discharge" of the sakdt, which should
therefore be paid over again by the owners directly to the proper
beneficiaries secretly if they are to be freed from the religious obli-
gation also. The doctors indicate when the two obligations do not go
together, and when they fail to do so it may be presumed that they
coincide. The question of the discharge of the sakdt obligation acquires
special significance when the sakdt may be and is disbursed to its
beneficiaries directly by the owners, since in such cases the political
obligation is not present and the " discharge" of the sakdt obligation
is the only point at issue. The first two sections of this chapter re-
late chiefly to the settlement of the political obligation, while the last
three, particularly the last two, sections concern chiefly the "discharge"
of the religious obligation.